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Science from Scientists engages
Burncoat Prep students in
Worcester
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WORCESTER - Whether examining the properties
of dry ice or dissecting owl pellets, science is one
of those disciplines that lends itself to hands-on
learning.

The fifth-grade students at Burncoat Preparatory

School understand this more than anyone, having
been fortunate to have had some special guests in
their classrooms twice per month this school year.

Two scientists - including Dr. Don Gammon, a

virologist engaged in postdoctoral research at
UMass Medical School - have been
bringing the Science From Scientists
curriculum to the students in hopes
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Fram left, fifth-graders Ethan Falvey, Lillyanah Rese, Abolfazl Mojahed, Kiana
Radriguez, Daneishka Gutierrez, Flavia Familia, Success Whye, Evan Wini,
Giovanni Davila, Ragey Abdikadir, Jorge Rosario and Diantae Poole with their
teacher Lisa Dupuis participatad in the Science from Scientists program at
Burncaat Preparatary School on June 7. T&G Staff/Christine Hochkeppel
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WORCESTER - Whether examining the properties of dry ice or dissecting owl
pallsts, science is one of those disciplines that lends itself to hands-on learning.

The fifth-grade students at Burncoat Preparatory School understand this mare than
anyone, having been fortunate ko have had some special guests in their classrooms

twice per month this schoal year.

Two scientists - induding Dr. Don Gamman, a virologist engaged in postdoctoral
reszarch at UMass Medical Schoal - have been bringing the Science From Scientists
curriculum to the students in hopes of not only teaching to existing standards

within the curriculum, but alse ta spark 2 lifelong love for science.

"They get really excited on the days when Science From Scientists is coming,” said
teacher Emily Galante. *They are always locking forward to seeing what tricks they

have up their sleaves.”

Science from Scientists was founded by Dr. Erika Ebbel Angle, an MIT graduate
with a doctorate in biochemistry from Boston University School of Medicine, in
2002 and successfully draw attention to the newly formed 501c(3) nonprofit as her

platform during her winning bid for Miss Massachusetts in 2004.

While the early years offered a smaller scope in experiments and lzssans, one of

the deyelopments in the past decade has been the way teachers and scientists
work 8mbictically to create lessons that will enhance students’ understanding of
concepty that are part of the core curriculum.

of not only teaching to existing
standards within the curriculum,
but also to spark a lifelong love for
science.

“They get really excited on the days
when Science From Scientists is
coming,” said teacher Emily Galante.
“They are always looking forward to
seeing what tricks they have up their
sleeves.”

Science from Scientists was

founded by Dr. Erika Ebbel Angle,

an MIT graduate with a doctorate in
biochemistry from Boston University
School of Medicine, in 2002 and
successfully drew attention to the
newly formed 501c(3) nonprofit as her
platform during her winning bid for
Miss Massachusetts in 2004.

While the early years offered a smaller
scope in experiments and lessons,
one of the developments in the past
decade has been the way teachers
and scientists work symbiotically

to create lessons that will enhance
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students’ understanding of concepts that are part of
the core curriculum.

Part of the impetus behind inviting the program into
the school, said teacher Lisa Dupuis, is that fifth
grade is one of the years that requires students to
take the MCAS standardized test in science, as
opposed to the various grades that take math and
ELA MCAS.

Having the hands-on learning is a great way, she
said, to solidify important concepts in students’
minds. But it would be impossible to overlook the
fact that the program is “so much fun.”

Form extracting the DNA of a strawberry to working
with rocks and minerals, magnets and electricity,
and examining states of matter, the students
experience lessons that are above and beyond what
is traditionally offered through the school.

“The Science From Scientists program offers hands-
on experiments that are much more than what | can
provide,” said Ms. Dupuis. “It’s just that one step
further, which is so great for the kids.”

According to Payal Patel, the director of Worcester
operations, the program is involved at three schools
within Worcester County and hopes to expand in
coming years.

The organization is always looking for not only
donations to support the various programs but also
for scientists looking to get involved.

“It takes a certain personality,” Ms. Patel said, along
with the important criteria of having a degree in a
hard science. “All of our scientists are real, working
scientists who have a passion for making science
approachable and relatable to kids.”

For more information, visit sciencefromscientists.org.



