Framingham: Students say college stifled protest, B1 ¢ Northborough: Family help may be lost, B1
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At MIT ia Cambridge yesterday, teacher Marc Schnider of Cohen HiBlel Academy works with Ben Kasdan of Framingham, left,
and Shal Weener of Newton, right, on determining the blood type of a “‘suspect” in a mock crime scene investigation. Below,
Ariella Masmer-lacobs of Newton takes a look at a mystery substance that must be identified to solve the simulated crime.

Getting a clue

Students from area schools spend a day
learning crime-scene science at MIT

The “(SI''-inspired event was spon-
sored by the Jewish Day School Advocacy

www.metrowestdailynews.com

By Michelle Muellenberg

DAILY NEWS STAFF

CAMBRIDGE - Who took Gertrude the
alligator?

The question lingered yesterday as
MetroWest Jewish Day School students
used their mvestigative crime-solving
skills and teamwork to eliminate possible
suspects and find the beloved mascot of
the fictitious Cambridge Jewish Day
School. Student sleuths from all across
Greater Boston flooded the Massachusetts

l Institute of Technology's campus yester-

day intent on solving the “mock crime.”

Forum, a collaborative of 19 Jewish day
schools in central and eastern Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island, and WhizKids, a
nonprofit organization aimed at helping
middle and high school students become
involved with math and science.

*We really try to make it fun for the
kids.” said llene Sussman, executive di-
rector of the advocacy forum.

The daylong exercise also fils into the
state’s curriculum frameworks in areas of
CSI, Page A10




With the help of science,
students on the case

CSY, From Al plane may have landed, then tested their chems
physical science, life science, technology and engl-  istry knowledge with the powaery substancé.
neering, “It's really cool," Flammey sald. “You really
Thie 200 students split into teams of 20 each learn more about what's going on around yois and
using the same forensic it makes you more
evidence o try and solve aware,"
the mysterious disap- After‘only conducting
pearance of Gerirude. “You really learn more two Bxperiments, Hollis-
Prior to breaking into ton’s-Simmia Lartib of the
groups, the students about what’s going on Solomon Sehecter Schoal
studied the crime scene, around had her own on
which iricluded splat- e and it Mfkﬁ what happened.
tered blood around the You more aware. Sitting in & makeshifl
alligator’s opiin cage, a Lindse MIT laboratory, Lamb be-
mmﬂoug white pow- y F]HH'I.TIIE}’ lieved an animal, possibly
dery substance and halr a bear, gotinto the alliga-

evidence. The stutents

also learned afi aitplaie had beéen stolén from the
nearby Bedford airport with the perpetrator car-

rying an alligator, The plane, however, Bppeared

(o have a fuel Jeak and could only travel so far.

“We are trying to solve a crime,” sald Newton's
Jane Herman of the Rashi School, adding she al-
ready had eliminated a coitple of the suspects.

The elimination came aftér she tested the sub-
stance standing in for blood-and determined hdw
fast the plane was leakirig fuel.

“We are trylng to find out how much fzel is left
from the tank and at whatrate” it is leaking, sald
a pensive Lindsey Flammey from Framingham, &
student at Solomon Schecter of Greater Boston.

Using thalr mathematical skills and measuring
the flow of water, represeriting the fusel, from veri-
ous holes. the students determined where the

tor's pen and then -
pped it. A tencher saw the alfigator hutt, tonk
ths plané and flew the reptile to a zoo.

"Ttib hair left [m't human hair,” she sald.

Several students said they enjoyed the mock
erime seene investigation because of the hands-on
and critical thinking experiments. ,

“It makes itmore fun, and I think personally it
makes It easler 1o,"” said Uxbiridge's Danflo
Milevsky of the Jewish Community Day School of
Rhode sland,

Sussman said the hope Is to make this an annu-
al event and expand the grades and scope of the
praject in the future.

The identity of the thief is remaining under
wraps until later this afternoon. -
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Lindsey Flammey of Framingham gets ready to measure mock blood

(Michelle Muellenberg can bereached at 508-  spatter as part of a crime-scene sclence lesson held yesterday st

JO00-745 % or mmuellen@one coml

MIT in Cambridge.




